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of self-righteousness exuded by those who feel themselves
to be of the elect.
In the days before India attained independence, the illusion
already had its roots. It was a pet argument of the intelli-
gentsia of leading centres of the country that India had
fallen under alien rule because the Indians were so much
upon the spiritual plane that they had proved unable to
hold their own against the material and technical ability, of
the West.
Suresh, slim, bland as an underfed Buddha, used to
expatiate upon the theme by the hour. To give him his
due, it probably was true in his case. To my knowledge he
had turned down posts which would have brought him a
higher income, because he did not wish to change to a new
occupation which might make greater demands upon his
leisure time that he employed in reading and discussion.
" It is only to be expected that we should be among the
oppressed peoples,1* he would sigh. " The British are
practical and hard-headed. They think of the realities and
deal with the practical. We live in the realm of the spirit.
They jeer at us because our village wells are polluted and
because our cities are unhygienic. But to us, a man's soul
is more important than the comforts of his body. Perhaps
we are wrong. Perhaps we should stop thinking, and act."
" Come on now, Suresh," I would rally him, " you don't
really believe all that, do you ? "
" Of course I do," would come the indigant rejoinder.
" We had our great days as warriors and scientists while
the British were still running about in skins. Now we have
advanced far beyond such considerations into the realms of
pure thought, and speculations on the nature of the essence
of life and not upon those manifestations which can be
weighed and measured by armies of ultra-intelligent apes
with microscopes and test tubes."
That is a fairly typical sample of the pre-war form of the
grand illusion. It was easy to explain. It was the old